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KHUSHPUIL, Pukiccan - Thnu-
zands of Mourners yusterday de-
manded repeal of 3 law that bans
bla=phemy i, Inkam, a day afler
& Roman Catholic hishap killed him-
sell 40 proteac a death sentenen
agwinst 8 Chratian who had heen
convicted under the low.

_ Binhep John Joseph shot himaelf
in the head Wednesday [ the court-
house where Ayul Massih was tried

JAnd actibenced o death on April 20.

Marsih 26 remalns in jail pend-
ing uppeul. Hy; wisj grcused uf speak.
ing faverably of Silman Rushdie,
wiha haa Jiver) in seclusion sinee Iran-
Ian religious leaders santeneg() hun
to death for his allegedly blasphe

Jaseph's body was (aken to hiz
home village near Fasalebad in
preparation far hin hurial loday.
Thouramils in Lhe: preduminanlty
Chigtian village of Klwahpur con.
vurped on Lhe hirhap's home.

Al Vatican City, s sl the
Faisalabad diovese was prepuring 8
stuloment eonfirming tuil .hlswph
killed himself. The slulamenl was to
prevent accusaliony that ha had boen
rnibdarad.

Asian bishops, gethercd al the
Holy 3ee for a monhlong synod, ob-
served g momenk of alence for Jo-
peph during A gesaiun yealarday,

dwgph, 66, dhadiman of a hunuu
righta comunsawn establizhed by the
Cathulic Bishops Conference of
Pukislan, dinmiened lssl mooth o

~Itis exlremely sad thal hiy decs
civn hag Galien away the best of Lhe
b=l from the puman rights mve-
menk w Uakiclan, bui his Mgy
comes thruugh very elegrly,” sajd
Peter Jlacob, o =pokesmpn [or the
i Catliglie Chonel of Fakistin,

" The Bb-year-ald bishup Laveled
Wonbniowday ufternven W Sultiwal,
435 miles sonth of Islamabad, ts
speak al a prayer mecting for Mas-
sili. Later, be wenl into a dark gorri-
dor nf the courthouze alone and shat
himsell, Jacob aaid.

Several Christians have becn
apptenitel Lo dedd, bl Qoe e
titng were oVerturned by highar
coaits. Theve are shout 2 million
Christans in Pakiaun, buk moel of
th vountry’s 140 million peeple wre
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protest Massih'a death zentenge in
EhinE" wny.

M. 12k,

HRelatives of the lata Roman Catholle Blihop Juhn do;
lerday In Falsulahad, Pakistan Jeseph killed hlmﬂ? 0

Suicide of Pakisth
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FAISALABAD. Fakiatan -
Thimeanda of maraer haltesd 2 me.
morind apvice yeaternday and xeined
the coffin of a Roman Catholie bish-
up why had il himeself s proleat
veligiaus discrimination in Pukistan.

With the body in an ambulunce, 2
h‘.lg’e processian ol Gur, buses, and
Lixis then drove 25 miles fiom Bish-
op John Joseph's «illage of Khuosh-
pur o the Cachedead of Saint Feler
anl Sannl Paul w Faisatabad.

“Eml pereeculion of Christians'™
they chouled “Repesi the bluphe.
my i slop the repeession of reli-
Jenns et

Police, wha suid the mourmers
pdterl them with stones, fred ear
o und bullees chal woundel thres
people, incloding & yownp s,

Yeutertlsy was the zerand duy of
protests demanding repeu] of 8 law

protest a death s&EEE given to &
Chvistian epnvicted of slandering [s-
T fur praiang Satien RKuslediv's
book "“The Bdtanic Verses.*

The (i5-yewr-old Joseph, u notad
hussan-Hghis capaizner, shot him-
=2l in the head In the courthouse
where Ayub Miwsih was tried snd
venlenced to desth April 27.

Humun rights sctiviata axy more
than 200 Chuistianx Jalled throogh-
vtk the rounlry have been aeniennd
10 death for hlasphemy. None has
buen exeruted, but Joseph cluimed
thal. Mawuh, like mupy nthees, wan
Ahe victun of a conencugl chirge

The law requires a mandatory
doath penalty for anyone who deliles
the numg of the lulumic Prophel Mo-
hammed.

The leadris of Puliutan's two
miillivn  Christiuns spy they are u

LT
hi glher woen beside his colfln yes-
Qf rerimipntlpn.
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fepression

enmmunity Sliving in fear” facly
able to escape poverly, Christiana
coinprize only 1 payeent of this pre-
deminantly Mualim eountry and swy
Lhey fueiy thly slisertiivation.

Non-Mualims are dcnied a vote
in generl alactivns, bul some mests
In Pazlipment wre vaserved for them

The zity’s guperinténdent of po-
lice. Miun Ail. eid his officers wers
told Lo Gre over pretosters’ heads.
but twn who had hoen kit by sloces
“fired diiectly » demaonstrators
apgainkl thow arders.”

Ruju %alarul Hag, Paklatan's
minister for religious and minorily
alfairm, expres=ed grief over Jo-
soph’s suicide bul said Thursday
that Lhe blasphemy law waa npt di.
reeted amainat ‘uny partleular rylis
Einn,

The US Sute Department re-
pealad its enll [op Pakistan w orepeal
the blusphemy law,
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ask release
of prisoner

HENTUN

FAIEALABAR, Pakistan - Hun-
trords mouiming 4 hishap wha killed
himsell in protest at Pakisten's blus-

thadral yesterduy and demanded the
release of anather mak afreated ui-
der the zame leplalation,

An onesny ealm prevelled ahead
of today's funeral of Roman Cathalle
Bidhop John Jogaph, who shal him-
a2elf on Wednesdoy to proteaf opainsh
2 tlath senbenes in April on Ayub
Muoath, whe was eoavictad of datim-
ing the Prophet Mohammed.

Higtraught membars of Prki-
stailg, giny Hhrickion minarity fed
paat-dpaephid coffin s pay thair task
reshenth uny L] {or the relepsg of

a teubbd of breaking o board
e a Kgrenic feme doring un-
Juskph's death.

Ravjsh Masil #fas arrested yes-
¢ b Meall eampluined to
polleéfthat fie fad demaped the

Lo bupl!l by Palice Commissioner
Abtd Bheed szid Hi said Masih had
been wrrested pending an investige-
tiun The bwt Marihs are nol related.

Chulatinna corplain thet under
the am Muclime min aewise o mem-
ber of the minerity Inith of blaaphe-
thy tn extart money or get land

Jogeph's seting replacemant 18
hishop of Faisalahad, Bishop Pannie
Mendes, s the bishop's auiclde
Fwould unleush o wave of probgst
Against the legislation.

“The bLlood of Juhn Joseph will
canee o revahution,” he subd =B Laid
doun his life for & cause snd was
fightlagt yrinst diseriminution.”

Disturbantes werg ceparted in

b Masihs southern home vilinge
of Amret Nagar, where saveral hun-
dred demonstratora burned tlrea
und szt up roadblrcks demanding hie
relense.

Thoy chanted slogwne denoune-
ing the government and ealling lor
the repgal of the legisletion. “The
gavernment I fgeing us to fighu
How many mire peuple will pep
naoses hanging arpund thaip necks,”
nne protesker sairl.

Miuried fn Paklstan

The Foston Globe |}

[phemy laws packed Falfatabad -7

Ng one has ever been exesiited
under the et which was enfaresd la
the 1977-88 mardul law rule of Pres-
dent Zis ul-Hug.

Irulme Minlslor Nuwaz Sharll
said he hopid Joseph's Buicide would
not harm relationa between the 2
poreant Christhn minority and the
sauntry’s 10 miilion Muglima

Bharif said in o mesangs (o Ja.
seph's famlly that he desply remraet-
ted Jodeph's action and plegged that
minority rights were puaranteed un-
dyr the conatitution.

* "In thic cesa It i@ regretted that
the deceaned bishop, mstead of fol-
lowing the couree of |sw, decided to
acl otherwirn,” {hy mewsage paird,
“We hope it will not harm che ideal
friendly relations betwaen Chris-
tian und Muslima. “Tha anly heer ia
for the ohaservanee of putience wnd
taleruncs,” e aaid.




